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And grain with its husk and the fragrant herb:

Then which of the "bounties of your Lord will ye twain deny ?

He created man of clay like a pot,

And He created the Jinn of clear fire :

Then which of the "bounties of your Lord will ye twain deny?

Lord of the two easts

And Lord of the two wests :

Then which of the bounties of your Lord will ye twain deny?

He hath let loose the two seas that meet together,

Yet between them is a barrier they cannot pass:

Then which of the "bounties of your Lord will ye twain deny ?

He bringeth up therefrom pearls great and small:

Then which of the bounties of your Lord will ye twain deny ?

And His are the ships towering on the sea like mountains:

Then which of the "bounties of your Lord will ye twain deny ?

All on the earth passeth away,

But the face of thy Lord abideth endued with majesty and honour:

Then which of the bounties of your Lord will ye twain deny?

All things in Heaven and Earth supplicate Him : every day is He

at work:

Then which of the bounties of your Lord will ye twain deny ?   .
Blessed  be  the   name  of thy Lord, endued with  majesty and

honour!    (Iv.)

Warnings of a judgment to come, threats of hell
and promises of heaven, with eloquent descriptions of
God's works, form the chief themes of the first group
of Mekkan speeches ; but there are also many passages
devoted to a personal defence of the Prophet himself.
The sixty-eighth chapter begins : " By the pen and
what they write, verily thou art not, by God's grace,
mad! " It must be remembered that throughout the
Koran it is God who is supposed to speak in proprid
persona, and Mohammad is only the mouthpiece of
the revelation. It is natural, therefore, that the
Deity who sent the Prophet should sometimes put
words of self-defence into his lips. TJie Mekkans